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DISASTER MITIGATION 

Dan Albas (MP for Central Okanagan–
Similkameen–Nicola) complains that fol-
lowing the devastating impacts of the 2021 
floods on Merritt, Princeton, and Abbotsford, 
these communities were not granted 
immediate funding through the federal Dis-
aster Mitigation and Adaptation Funding 
(DMAF) program.  
 
Mr Albas misses the point: DMAF was not 
created for disaster relief. With a budget of 
$2 billion over 10 years, DMAF funds efforts 
to reduce both disaster occurrence, and the 
extent of the damage disasters cause, before 
they occur. The Community Futures  
Development Association of B.C., funded by 
PacifiCan, contributed $5.5 million for dis-
aster relief across B.C. in 2022, claiming to 
support 900 small businesses and 4,500 jobs. 
Likely this was insufficient given the need, 
but Mr Albas should get his facts straight! 
Moreover, community needs must be properly 
assessed before funds are spent. Better 
coordination is needed among the multiple 
levels of government to streamline provision 
of long-term solutions for disaster-
mitigation, and to ensure communities that 
suffer disasters are given prompt assistance 
to recover.   
 
The Green Party’s Vision for Climate Action 
advocates for comprehensive disaster pre-
paredness—so that all affected communities 
receive equitable access to necessary 
resources. We call for a doubling of federal 
funding for disaster mitigation and for com-
munities disproportionately vulnerable to 
climate change. Our vision demands sub-
stantial, science-based investments in com-
munity flood and wildfire protection, infra-
structure upgrades, and climate-resilience. 

This also requires 
shifting away 
from fossil fuel 
dependence to 
reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions. 
Instead of pitting 
disaster relief 
against clean 
technology, we 
want more invest-
ments in both 
areas, paid by reallocating the billions of 
dollars presently subsidizing the fossil 
energy sector.  
 
There must be more transparency and account-
ability in how funds are spent on all com-
munities vulnerable to the growing impacts 
of global climate change. The Green Party 
insists on rigorous oversight of public 
spending and is deeply concerned about 
reports of misallocation of funds and 
conflicts of interest. Mr Albas also tars the 
Sustainable Development Technology 
Canada (SDTC) program as a “green slush 
fund” … “which misallocated funds and 
ignored conflict-of-interest policies.” It is 
clear there were major problems with SDTC, 
but they were related to specific projects and 
not applicable to all green investments. SDTC 
aims to fund clean technologies, an area critical 
for Canada’s transition to a sustainable 
economy. Ensuring that funds for clean 
development and disaster relief are allocated 
appropriately and effectively is essential to 
maintaining public trust. 
 



 

THE NDP/LIBERAL 30X30 PLAN  

Bob Zimmer, Conservative MP for Prince 
George–Peace River–Northern Rockies, 
complains about “the radical NDP/Liberal 
30x30 initiative…”  He claims creating 
protected areas “restricts hunting, fishing, 
and nearly always bans resource develop-
ment.” This is untrue: Protection does not 
mean eliminating all human activity. Many 
protected areas allow for sustainable resource 
use, including ecotourism, non-invasive agri-
culture, and traditional land management 
practices by Indigenous communities.  
 
The Green Party does not propose outright 
bans on development: it supports collab-
orative, community-driven decision-making 
processes that enable conservation which 
respects local livelihoods and First Nations 
rights, while ensuring long-term health of 
ecosystems. Responsible forestry practices, 
for example, can allow for some timber 
harvesting while managing wildfire hazards, 
and assist forest adaptation to rapid climate 
change.  
 
Protecting the natural environment is not a 
simple trade-off for economic prosperity—it 
is part of creating a sustainable economy. By 
investing in clean energy, sustainable resource 
management, and ecotourism, all of which 
create meaningful jobs, we can ensure that 
communities can thrive while protecting 
natural resources for future generations. 
 
As custodian of a vast land area with a very 
low average human population density, 
Canada has a major responsibility to protect 
natural ecosystems for global benefit. The 
30x30 initiative is part of an international 
effort to combat the global crises of bio-
diversity loss and climate change.1 2  

Mr Zimmer claims 
“30x30 is an arbi-
trary number that 
has no basis in 
science.” This too 
is incorrect: The 
concept was first 
proposed in 2019 
by a team of 
experts under the 
title “A Global 
Deal for Nature”3, 
and had been adopted by over 100 countries 
by 2022. 30x30 is a central component of 
Canada’s obligations under the international 
Convention on Biological Diversity4.  
 
The Green Party supports 30x30 as an 
essential, scientifically-based program to 
maintain the critical roles of wilderness 
regions for wildlife conservation and global 
cycling of water and carbon, while helping to 
prevent needless industrial developments. 
 

                                                 
1 https://www.iisd.org/articles/insight/global-biodiversity-
framework-30x30-target  
2 https://www.nature.org/en-us/what-we-do/our-
priorities/protect-water-and-land/land-and-water-
stories/committing-to-30x30/  
3 https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC6474764/  
4 https://www.cbd.int/information/parties.shtml  



 

KEEPING COMMUNITIES SAFE 

Conservative MP, Mr Frank Caputo (Kamloops-
Thompson-Cariboo), claims lenient bail policies 
have caused surges in violent crime in B.C. and 
Canada-wide. Though violent crime rates have 
increased since 2015, Caputo exaggerates the 
statistics, paying no regard to the underlying 
socio-economic causes of crime, and blames 
only Trudeau’s bail policies. He also claims his 
proposed amendments to the Criminal Code 
would ensure accused individuals prove their 
detention is unjustified. This ignores the likeli-
hood that many members of marginalized com-
munities will not get proper legal advice.  
 
The Liberals reviewed Canada’s criminal justice 
system and attempted to reduce inequalities—
notably disproportionate conviction and incar-
ceration of marginalized citizens, including 
Indigenous, racialized minorities and at-risk 
youth5. This review resulted in several important 
recommendations for change and improvement.  
 
A major over-haul takes time, but it should be 
recognized that the Liberals have introduced 
some important changes, though much remains 
to be done. Bill C-48 aimed to strengthen the 
bail system and reduce public safety risks 
resulting from intimate partner violence and 
repeat violent offenders6. Bill C-75 tried to 
further modernize and clarify bail conditions and 
improve justice for youth7 8.  
 
We need public safety policies that hold criminals 
fully accountable. But the Green Party does not 
accept a punitive, “one-size-fits-all” approach to 
justice. Bail reforms must be based on evidence and 
data, rather than dog-whistle fear-mongering; 

                                                 
5 https://www.canlii.org/en/commentary/doc/ 
2020CanLIIDocs3562#!fragment/  
6 https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/pl/pcscbs-
cprslscc/index.html  
7 https://www.canada.ca/en/department-justice/news/2023/12/reforms-
to-strengthen-canadas-bail-system-and-help-keep-communities-safe-to-
become-law.html  
8 https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/cj-jp/redu/index.html  

they must enhance 
public safety while 
treating all accused 
criminals fairly. We 
strongly favour 
restorative justice 
approaches which 
allow rehabilitation 
more than retri-
bution—to reduce 
repeat offences while 
creating safer com-
munities over the 
long term. We also endorse programs that 
provide better community support for young and 
marginalized people—including access to 
affordable housing, mental health services, and 
addiction counselling. 
 
Mr Caputo also notes “We must transform our 
systems to one that adequately hears from victims, 
who are currently told to fend for themselves.” 
The Liberals have in fact recently introduced 
changes to make it easier for victims to get 
justice9. However, the Green Party agrees that 
crime victims must be better supported and 
recognized by our justice system. We demand 
increased funding for victim services and 
programs to provide emotional, financial, and 
legal support; but we also need a justice system 
that prioritizes healing and reconciliation with 
victims fully involved in the process. 

                                                 
9 https://www.canada.ca/en/department-justice/news/2023/10/reforms-
giving-victims-a-greater-voice-in-our-justice-system-and-that-
strengthen-the-national-sex-offender-registry-are-now-law.html  



 

SUPPORTING RECOVERY  

Mr Marc Dalton (MP for Pitt Meadows–
Maple Ridge) claims “Canada’s once-safe 
towns and cities have become rife with 
crime, chaos, drugs and disorder”, linking 
this to the Liberal Government’s approach to 
treating opioid addiction using “taxpayer-
funded hard drugs” that “has been an aston-
ishing failure”.  
 
Such knee-jerk accusations are both gross 
exaggerations and fail to recognize the 
opioid crisis in Canada results mainly from 
deep systemic problems: poverty, mental 
health failures, trauma, and inadequate 
addiction treatment services. Not about 
“handing out hard drugs”, harm reduction 
methods, including supervised consumption 
sites and providing opioid users with safer 
alternatives to street drugs, reduce the risks 
of overdosing and infectious disease spread. 
Evidence from research in numerous 
countries shows these harm reduction efforts 
save many lives, and provides little support 
for the common belief they have signifi-
cantly worsened Canada’s opioid crisis. 
 
The Green Party demands a compassionate 
and evidence-based approach: addiction must 
be treated as a health issue rather than as a 
crime. We advocate for better access to 
mental health services, subsidized housing 
for individuals in need, and more research 
into alternative addiction treatments. The 
Green Party supports Mr Dalton’s proposals 
for greater investment in opioid addiction 
treatment and recovery. 
 
Mr Dalton adds that he tabled Bill C-411, the 
Anti-Arson Act, “to make it a criminal offence 
to intentionally burn down a place of worship 
or start a wildfire”. It stretches credulity to 

suggest that arson 
was not already a 
crime! The Green 
Party advocates 
for combining 
enforcement with 
prevention and 
social investment. 
Proactive meas-
ures to address 
the root socio-
economic triggers 
for arson are needed, plus more fire prevent-
ion and suppression resources, and increased 
support for Indigenous-led land stewardship 
in rural areas. Such measures require a multi-
faceted program of action on climate change, 
better land management, and community 
education. 



 

A LIFELINE FOR CANADIANS 

Todd Doherty (MP for Cariboo–Prince 
George) states succinctly: “Suicide is a 
deeply personal issue which impacts us all.” 
The Green Party agrees and commends Mr 
Doherty and the Conservative Party for 
bringing a motion to the House of Commons 
to make the 9-8-8 suicide prevention hotline 
available across Canada, and for continually 
pushing, over a 3-year period, for its eventual 
implementation.  
 
The Green Party welcomes this major contri-
bution, but it should be emphasized that 
nobody opposed the motion and that setting 
up the infrastructure to make 9-8-8 opera-
tional took time and resources. The hotline 
will save lives and help individuals in 
distress. However, it is important to recognize 
that mental health problems require more 
than a sympathetic person who will listen 
and provide advice during a personal crisis—
it demands a comprehensive, well-funded 
system of care. Mental health is a non-
partisan issue, and cross-party collaboration 
is crucial to achieving meaningful progress. 
Creation of the 9-8-8 service should be seen 
only as an important first step. The Green 
Party has long championed mental health as 
a priority; our platform calls for a National 
Mental Health Strategy to make mental 
health services, including crisis intervention, 
counselling, and long-term care universally 
accessible. 



 

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE IN DYING  

In his critique of the expansion of Medical 
Assistance in Dying (MAiD), the Hon. Ed 
Fast (MP for Abbotsford) claims “the Trudeau 
government had agreed to include the 
mentally ill under Bill C-7, Canada's MAiD 
regime, despite opposition from a majority of 
Canadians, including a host of mental health 
professionals and care providers.” In fact, 
Bill C-7 simply removed the legal require-
ment that a person’s natural death be reason-
ably foreseeable in order to qualify for MAiD10. 
This legislation was required in response to a 
2019 Supreme Court ruling that previous 
MAiD laws did not apply equally to all 
Canadians, thereby violating Charter Rights 
and Freedoms. C-7 did not include 
individuals with mental illness alone as 
eligible for MAiD, though it attempted to 
address cases where mental illness was 
paired with other severe chronic conditions. 
 
Approximately 75% of Canadians support 
MAiD for those wishing to end suffering 
from terminal illness, but fewer than half 
agree that those with mental illness alone 
should have access11 12. While recognizing 
the complexity and sensitivity of discussions 
around MAiD, the Green Party endorses 
these opinions. But we seek, as a matter of 
urgency, nationwide comprehensive mental 
health care, including access to therapy, 
social support, and medication before MAiD 
is considered.  
 
Mr Fast goes on to suggest “The Liberal 
government even signalled that it was 

                                                 
10 https://www.ourcommons.ca/Content/Committee/432/ 
JUST/Brief/BR10971560/br-external/ 
EuthanasiaPreventionCoalition-e.pdf 
11 https://www.dyingwithdignity.ca/media-center/2023-poll-
support-for-medically-assisted-dying-canada/ 
12 https://leger360.com/medical-assistance-in-dying/  

prepared to ex-
tend availability 
of assisted suicide 
to young children 
without their 
parents’ consent.” 
This is inaccurate. 
The joint com-
mittee of MPs 
and senators 
concluded that 
minors deemed to have the appropriate 
decision-making capacity should be eligible, 
but this recommendation was never included 
in the Bill13. The law remains clear that 
individuals under the age of majority cannot 
access MAiD without parental consent or the 
involvement of a competent medical 
professional. 
 
The Green Party believes in the right of any-
one to make decisions about their own body, 
including the decision to end their life in 
cases of extreme suffering. But there must be 
safeguards to ensure these decisions are 
informed and voluntary: No-one should feel 
compelled to choose MAiD because they 
don’t have access to mental health care, 
social supports, or palliative care. 

                                                 
13 https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/health-
services-benefits/medical-assistance-dying/independent-
reviews.html  



 

THE SAFE HOSPITALS ACT  

Kerry-Lynne Findlay (MP for South Surrey–
White Rock) introduced Bill C-391, The Safe 
Hospitals Act, in spring 2024, responding to 
recent accounts of frontline healthcare workers 
being exposed to contamination by toxic drugs 
in their workplace. She declares “Canadians no 
longer feel safe in our hospitals.”, and that: 
“Patients are now faced with the dangerous reality 
of weapons in hospitals while they receive treat-
ment.” To explain these alarming trends, she 
asserts “Trudeau’s reckless hard drug legalization 
experiment has wreaked havoc on our hospitals 
and continues to put our healthcare workers and 
patients in danger.” She concludes: “Conservatives 
will ban hard drugs”, and stop public funding of 
safe injection sites, focusing instead on addiction 
treatment and rehabilitation.” 
 

To suggest Canadians do not feel safe in Canada’s 
hospitals is fear-mongering. There are approx-
imately 15 million visits to ERs and 3 million over-
night stays in Canada’s hospitals each year14 15. For 
sure, some very horrible incidents have occurred, 
seemingly with growing frequency16 17. The 
Canadian Federation of Nurses Unions (CFNU) 
documented the rise in verbal abuse and physical 
violence experienced by frontline hospital 
workers nationwide18. The B.C. Nurses Union 
reports that exposure to fentanyl and other illicit 
drugs occurs frequently in some hospital work-
places, stating that “employers have failed to pro-
vide effective policies that prevent consumption 
from taking place within a hospital setting.”19 But, 
contrary to Ms Findlay’s claims, CFNU does not 
link increased workplace violence to decriminal- 

                                                 
14 https://www.cihi.ca/en/hospital-stays-in-canada-2023-2024#  
15 https://www.cihi.ca/en/nacrs-emergency-department-visits-
and-lengths-of-stay  
16 https://www.canadiansecuritymag.com/b-c-nursing-student-
attacked-with-knife-during-first-clinical-placement-union/  
17 https://www.castanet.net/edition/news-story-540628-3-
.htm#540628  
18 https://nursesunions.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/CFNU_Enough-
is-Enough_June1_FINAL low.pdf  
19 https://www.thesafetymag.com/ca/topics/safety-and-ppe/nurses-
exposed-to-illicit-drugs-in-bc-hospitals/484643  

ization or harm-
reduction programs. 
Resolving the prob-
lems of weapons and 
drugs in hospitals 
requires strict rules 
and enforcement. 
Premier David Eby 
made it very clear in 
April 2024: “You’re 
not allowed to smoke 
tobacco in hospitals and you’re sure not allowed 
to smoke crystal meth or fentanyl or other hard 
drugs.”—adding that weapons are “just prohibited, 
period.”20 Clearly, metal detectors and extra security 
staff may be needed at hospitals in high-risk 
neighbourhoods; EMTs should be legally allowed 
to check patients for illegal drugs or weapons.  
 

The House of Commons Standing Committee on 
Health reported on violence against Canada’s 
healthcare workers in 2019, recommending: 
creation of a violence-prevention framework; 
holding perpetrators of assault accountable; 
funding for violence-prevention infrastructure; 
and training and recruitment programs to over-
come healthcare staffing shortages21. The CFNU 
and Green Party endorse these recommendations22. 
 

Sadly, many of the triggers for violence are 
similar to those for drug-addiction: mental 
illness, family strife, homelessness, and lack of 
prompt access to treatment and care. Most 
hospital workers support decriminalization and 
harm reduction policies, where safety of staff 
and patients is assured23. Rather than reversing 
progress on opioid harm reduction, the Green 
Party advocates for increased funding to address 
the core social problems along with creating 
safer hospital environments.  

                                                 
20 https://vancouver.citynews.ca/2024/04/16/bc-hospitals-
drugs-clarification/ 
21 https://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/42-
1/HESA/report-29/ 
22 https://nursesunions.ca/campaigns/violence/ 
23 https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/bc-
northern-health-illicit-drugs-memo-1.7163121 



 

END THE REVOLVING DOOR  

Tracy Gray (MP for Kelowna–Lake Country) 
presented Private Members Bill C-283 (“End 
the Revolving Door Act”) to amend the 
Criminal Code to allow anyone detained in a 
federal penitentiary to request they serve 
their sentence in a designated addiction 
treatment facility. Bill C-283 would also 
have legislated mental health assessment for 
inmates on request24.  
 
The Green Party recognizes the need to 
resolve addiction and mental health issues 
within the criminal justice system. Bill C-283 
would have achieved some of these aims, but 
did not address the systemic issues that con-
tribute to recidivism, such as poverty, lack of 
housing, and inadequate access to mental 
health care outside of the prison system. 
Moreover, programs to provide addiction 
treatments and mental health support within 
federal penitentiaries should be part of a 
broader strategy that includes prevention, 
and aims to reintegrate released individuals 
suffering from addiction and mental health 
issue. The Green Party favours rehabilitation 
over punishment—including better access to 
community-based treatment programs, 
housing, and employment opportunities for 
individuals released from custody.  
 
Ms Gray claims the Liberal and NDP parties 
“doubled down on failed policies”. She 
ignores the scientific evidence that harm 
reduction strategies, including supervised 
consumption and safe drug supplies save 
lives and reduce pressure on our criminal 
justice system. The Green Party supports 
“decarceration” to reduce the over-reliance 
on prisons for addressing social issues, 

                                                 
24 https://openparliament.ca/bills/44-1/C-283/  

particularly for 
non-violent 
offenders, and 
favours an 
approach which 
balances harm 
reduction with 
greater invest-
ment in treatment 
and recovery ser-
vices. Criminal-
izing addiction 
only exacerbates the cycle of poverty and 
incarceration. 
 



 

NATURAL HEALTH PRODUCTS 

Mr Rob Morrison (Conservative MP for 
Kootenay–Columbia) argues proposed new 
regulations for natural health products 
(NHPs) “undermine the fundamental 
principle of self-care and personal respons-
ibility” and will impede access to effective 
new natural remedies.  
 
The Green Party accepts there is public 
demand for alternatives to conventional 
medicines. NHPs, including vitamins, 
minerals, and herbal remedies, all have a role 
in responsible holistic approaches to health 
and wellness. We understand public concerns 
about the importance of personal decisions 
regarding health and self-care, but these 
products are not without risks.  
 
Lab studies have found that some NHPs 
barely contain any active ingredients, while 
others contain significantly more than 
claimed on the label. Clearly there is a need 
for potency regulation of NHPs. Another 
concern that requires much greater scientific 
investigation is the potential for dangerous 
side effects when NHPs interact with pre-
scription medications.  
 
We believe regulations are needed to ensure 
NHPs are safe and of high quality, and that 
claims of their benefits are neither exag-
gerated nor fraudulent. The Green Party calls 
for more public education on NHPs, to high-
light benefits, risks, and appropriate uses. 
There must be collaboration among industry, 
consumers and regulators, to foster innov-
ation while not putting public health at risk. 
Regulations are applied to new pharma-
ceuticals, new vaccines and new surgical 
procedures: Why should NHPs be handled 
differently?  

The Green Party 
believes personal 
health decisions 
should be 
evidence-based—
which requires 
information 
gathered from 
rigorous scientific 
testing. This can 
be carried out at 
reputable labor-
atories in Canada or elsewhere. Approvals 
must be streamlined without compromising 
testing standards. Reliable information must 
become available promptly, while harmful 
products, or those with misleading claims, 
are kept off the market. Stronger regulations 
will empower consumers by ensuring 
product information is accurate and up-to-
date, and clearly and completely explained 
on labels and literature. Regulations must 
balance the need for safety and truthful 
information, but allow consumers to make the 
best personal choices for their health. 



 

STOPPING THE CRIME IN B.C. 

Mr Mark Strahl, Conservative MP for 
Chilliwack–Hope claims that since the 
Liberals came to power in 2015, “violent 
crime has increased in British Columbia by 
51 percent. Homicides are up 26 percent, and 
extortion is up a whopping 550 percent.” 
 
Statistics Canada data reveal an overall 
decrease in crime in B.C. since 2009, in spite 
of a significant increase in population. By 
2023, rates of homicide, attempted murders, 
and violent crimes (per 100,000 population) 
had approximately halved 25. (If “assaults” 
are included, the overall decrease was almost 
one third.) It is true that violent crime rates, 
Canada-wide, dropped during the Conserv-
ative era from 2006 to 2014 and have since 
increased somewhat. In B.C., sexual assaults 
have risen steadily, and sex crimes involving 
children have more than doubled. The huge 
increase in extortion crimes is not related to 
Liberal government policy: it is a global 
problem, due mainly to online scams origin-
ating outside Canada. 
 
The Green Party is very concerned about 
public safety, but crime trends reflect a 
complex interplay of factors, including 
poverty and lack of decent housing, along 
with mental illness and drug addiction. 
Simply blaming the current justice system 
for perceived increases in crime misses these 
root causes and does nothing to solve them. 
We support evidence-based crime-reduction 
using multiple strategies to address the causes 
and prioritize prevention. 
 
Mr Strahl also claims “Trudeau’s Bill C-75 

                                                 
25 Data are freely available from 
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/cv.action?pid=3510018401, 
but some effort is required to extract useful information. 

has all but guar-
anteed that even 
the worst violent 
offenders will be 
released on bail 
shortly after 
they’re arrested 
while Bill C-5 has 
taken away man-
datory jail time 
for even the most 
serious offences.”  
 
The Green Party recognizes that more reforms 
to the bail system are needed: while these 
must prioritize public safety, they must also 
ensure that accused criminals are treated 
fairly. We oppose a return to mandatory 
minimum sentencing, which reduces judicial 
discretion and is known to punish marginal-
ized communities disproportionately, with 
little impact on recidivism. 
 



 

BUILDING A STRONG PACIFIC 
ECONOMY  

Mr Tako van Popta (MP for Langley–Aldergrove) 
declares “an important part of [his] job is under-
standing the unique contributions of the Pacific 
region to the national economy, and how several 
key industries fit into that picture.” He then 
laments how the residents of Lytton are working 
to recover from the devastating fire of 2021, 
before bragging that he is working to create a 
new Centre for Wildfire Coexistence at UBC; 
and that he met with Alberta representatives to 
discuss “inter-provincial trade opportunities and 
potential for increased LNG exports.” 
 

Evidently Mr Popka has not considered that deva-
stating wildfires have affected B.C. residents not 
only in Lytton, but also in the Okanagan (2003, 
2021, 2023), much of the central interior (2017), 
Vancouver Island (2018), and the Shuswap (2023). 
Major floods caused by intense storms in 2021 
occurred in the Lower Mainland—destroying many 
homes and sub-merging hundreds of farm fields, 
causing extensive (and costly) damage along the 
Fraser Valley and the Coquihalla highway. Serious 
storm-induced flooding affected the Lower Mainland 
again in 2024. The total cost of these events is 
certainly in the billions of dollars, with huge impacts 
on the well-being and earning capacity of tens of 
thousands of B.C. citizens. Climate experts agree 
increased occurrence of extreme weather events 
causing wildfires and floods is triggered by global 
climate change26 27. 
 

But Mr Popka ignores the causes of a warming 
climate and instead promotes increased production 
and export of liquid natural gas (LNG) largely from 
fracking operations in north eastern B.C. and Alberta. 
Aside from the greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
due to fracking and consumption of LNG product, 
fracking is poisoning our rivers and lakes (notably 
on First Nations lands) and is known to trigger 
earthquakes. Moreover, LNG compression requires 
huge amounts of energy (either electricity or gas), 

                                                 
26 https://cleanbc.gov.bc.ca/about-climate-change/impacts-of-
climate-change/ 
27 https://www.cbc.ca/news/science/post-wildfire-floodring-
1.6253544 

along with diesel 
fuel used for road 
transport. If fracking 
were stopped and 
electrical power 
diverted to com-
munities, B.C.’s 
GHG emissions 
would be greatly 
reduced.28 In fact, 
B.C.’s emissions 
have increased greatly 
since 1990, and are 
third only after Alberta and Saskatchewan. Emissions 
in the six eastern Provinces have decreased since 
1990, though Canada lags far behind most developed 
nations in Europe29. 
 

Mr Popka goes on to suggest that “the housing and 
affordability crises” are “pushing many Canadians 
out of the workforce and causing them to leave B.C. 
He seems unaware that, as of the end of 2024, B.C.’s 
population was growing at about 125,000 per year30, 
along with housing prices and the numbers of filled 
jobs. B.C. has the third lowest unemployment rate 
among Provinces (about 5% in the Southern 
Interior)31. Housing affordability is in crisis, but the 
causes are lack of supply and too many people spec-
ulating in an overheated real estate market.  
 

When will our politicians (Conservative, NDP, 
Liberal) accept that their efforts to grow the econ-
omy using fossil energy production and exports is 
short-sighted? and that GHG emissions will relent-
lessly increase damage to the planet that must feed 
and shelter their children and ours? The Green Party 
argues that economic growth in B.C., and elsewhere, 
must be built around sustainable development, local 
food production and local trade, with major invest-
ments needed in renewable energy, energy-efficient 
housing and other low impact technologies; these 
will create many more jobs than the fossil energy 
sector will ever provide.  

                                                 
28 https://thenarwhal.ca/topics/bc-lng-fracking-news-
information 
29 https://www.castanet.net/edition/news-story-531339-1161-
.htm#531339 
30 https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/data/statistics/ people-
population  
31 https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/data/statistics/employment-
labour-market/lfs_highlights.pdf 



 

THE LIBERAL CAPITAL GAINS TAX 
HIKE 

Mr Brad Vis (MP for Mission–Matsqui–Fraser 
Canyon), like many people, does not like paying 
taxes, and gives some graphic examples of how 
“punitive tax measures” proposed by the Trudeau 
government would “hurt ordinary Canadians, 
including farmers, entrepreneurs, small business 
owners and doctors.” But most of his examples 
have nothing to do with capital gains tax (CGT). 
 
How would changes to CGT really affect “ordinary 
Canadians”? Jim Stanford, noted economist at the 
Centre for Future Work, wrote Fact and Fiction 
on Capital Gains Taxation: A Chartbook in 2024 
to explain the proposed changes, and their 
implications32. Recommended reading!  
 
Before 2024, Canadians were only liable for CGT on 
half of the capital gains they reported. The Liberal 
proposal (now deferred until 2026) would increase 
this 50% inclusion rate to 67%, but only on gains 
exceeding $250,000. Data from Revenue 
Canada show that only 0.1% of Canadian tax-
payers (~40,000 people) report over $250,000 in 
capital gains each year. But the now-rescinded 
changes—imposing higher CGT almost 
exclusively on wealthy individuals, trusts, and 
corporations—would have increased annual 
federal tax revenue by around $38 billion!  
 
Capital gains make up less than 1% of average 
total income for Canadians reporting less than 
$100,000 per year (and only half of those gains 
are taxed). More than 95% of tax-payers with 
incomes below $25,000 report no capital gains 
at all. Obviously most “ordinary Canadians” 
would never notice the proposed “tax hike”! At 
the other end of the income spectrum, however, 
Canadian corporations have increased their 
capital gains more than 11-fold since 2000, with a 
record $87 billion in 2022 following the COVID 
pandemic. Most gains are reported by companies 
                                                 
32 https://centreforfuturework.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2024/08/Capital-Gains-Chartbook.pdf  

dealing in assets—
not by companies 
that actually make 
stuff! More than 
one third were 
accumulated by 
financial firms—
firms which create 
some very wealthy 
retirees but very 
few new jobs!  
 
Mr Vis argues that entrepreneurs will be “forced 
to consider relocating their business abroad due 
to punitive tax measures”. There is no evidence 
connecting higher CGT to reduced investments 
in entrepreneurship. Canada’s biggest invest-
ments in technology R&D occurred in the 1980s 
and 1990s—when the inclusion rate was 67% or 
75%. 
 
He also claims farmers will “be hit with a crip-
pling tax bill when attempting to pass the land to 
the next generation” In fact, farmers incur CGT 
only if they sell their land—notably to property 
developers for vastly higher prices than they 
would get if the land was kept in agriculture. 
Hence a low CGT inclusion rate actually incenti-
vizes loss of agricultural land to urban sprawl! 
(Mr Vis should learn instead about estate 
planning for B.C. farmers!33) 
 
Green Party MPs voted for the proposed changes 
to CGT34, advocating progressive tax policies 
that create economic opportunities, favour small 
businesses, strengthen the social safety net, and 
provide public services such as healthcare, edu-
cation and infrastructure. 

                                                 
33 https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-
and-industry/agriculture-and-seafood/farm-management/farm-
business-management/estate_planning_2001.pdf  
34 https://www.ourcommons.ca/members/en/votes/44/1/810  



 

UPDATING CANADA’S 
CRIMINAL CODE 

Mel Arnold, Conservative MP for North 
Okanagan–Shuswap, sponsored Bill C-291, 
drafted by MP Frank Caputo, that replaced 
the term “child pornography” in the Criminal 
Code with “child sexual abuse and 
exploitation material.” 
 
The Green Party agrees the term “child 
pornography” does not adequately recognize 
the exploitative nature of the material, and 
the harms it causes. This new terminology 
aligns with international standards and helps 
clarify the seriousness of crimes.  
 
Mr Arnold claims “the rate of police-reported 
online child pornography has almost quad-
rupled since 2014”. A more reliable source 
states it increased from 50 incidents per 
100,000 children in 2014 to 160 per 100,000 
in 202235, but we recognize child porno-
graphy is a rapidly growing problem. Much 
of the increase is due to Internet and social 
media expansion (and driven by demand 
from the criminals), with much of the online 
material originating outside of Canada. Some 
people will see government efforts to control 
access to pornography as a curb on their 
“rights and freedoms”—but these people 
ignore the rights and freedoms of the children 
and youth who are being abused and exploited. 
Canadians can reasonably expect Government 
to take steps to prevent sexual exploitation of 
children. 
 
The Green Party supports increased funding 
for policing and the justice system to combat 
online child exploitation and for greater 

                                                 
35 https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/11-627-m/11-627-
m2024007-eng.htm  

international co-
operation to shut 
down offenders—
wherever they are 
located. Public 
campaigns are 
needed to inform 
vulnerable child-
ren and their 
parents about the 
dangers of online 
exploitation and 
how to avoid it. We also demand stronger 
controls on technology companies to prevent 
the spread of abusive material. 
 
Further, we emphasize the need for a victim-
centered approach to justice which recognizes 
the rights, well-being and privacy of all 
survivors of abuse, be they children or adults. 
 
 
 


